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Michael Keene Trigilio demonstrates how
irresistible Teddy bears are with Kathleen Sullivan
of RE/MAX.
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Beverly, Mass. —

To donate
Bring a new Teddy bear to one of these local
RE/MAX offices by Dec. 17th:

RE/MAX Advantage Real Estate 100
Cummings Center, Suite 104F, Beverly

191 Main Street, Gloucester
74 Atlantic Avenue, Marblehead
515 Lowell Street, Peabody

143 Washington Street Salem
By Kim Trigllio

1ts that time of year. The RE/MAX 10th
Anmual Teddy bear drive is underway.
Hundreds of Teddy Bears sit cheerfully and
‘patiently under the brightly lit Christmas tree
in the Beverly real estate office — waiting to be
delivered to needy children just in time for the
holidays.
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‘This year the drive holds added poignancy with the death of Kathy Teetsel
who organized the drive each year in the RE/MAX office.

‘The Teddy Bear Drive collects new Teddy bears and distributes them to
children in various area shelters and social organizations.

Some of this year's recipients include In-Transition, In-Between, Department
of Social Services, Children’s Friend and Family Services, The Salem Mission
and My Brother's Table.

‘This year, RE/MAX owner Kathleen Sullivan is running the Teddy Bear
Drive in memory of her long time friend and co-worker Teetsel who died on
Dec.1.

Teetsel, known to her friends as “KT,” became involved with The Teddy Bear
Drive Foundation, Inc. 10 years ago when she met the organizations’
founder.

“After September 11th, the foundation lost it's funding. But KT said lets do it
anyway and deliver the bears ourselves,” said Sullivan.

Teetsel had a lung transplant 13 years ago and lived a fulllife until she was
diagnosed with cancer last year.

“She fought a brave and long fight until her body began to reject her lungs
and her capacity diminished,” said Sullivan. “She was positve, creative,
thoughtful, helpful and cheerful.

“Even during her year-long fight with cancer, she always wanted to help
others more than she would ask for or allow others to help her.”
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Everyone who attended Teetsel's memorial service brought a bear and thus
far over 100 have been collected and Teetsel's family is sending 100 more.

“Itis a common denominator that everyone loves a Teddy bear at
Christmas,” said Mary Manger associate director of My Brother’s Table soup
Kitchen in Lynn. “Sometimes this is the only gift, toy or present that people
receive all year.”

My Brother's Table feeds families with children, people who are homeless, as
well as elderly and people with disabilities.
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“There is something special about getting a
cuddly toy. It doesn't matter how old they are.
All o our guests just really love the teddy
‘bears. There is no one who says I don't want
one. It's cuddly and warm and they love it,
said Manger.

Sullivan hopes people will continue to donate
Teddy bears through Dec. 17 to honor her
friend who organized the drive for so many
years.

“KT will be missed by many, many people,”
said Sullivan. “She touched and improved the
lives of many. The joy these stuffed animals
bring to struggling children is immeasurable.”
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